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Guide to Buying ALL THE 
THINGS: 

Shut Up & Take My $$$ 



Disclaimer… 

 Panel will be available online as well as a list of all my 
resources! 

 On my blog (see handout) 

 Will be available on Prezi post-con 

 Contact info./handouts  

 My resources, related links, etc. are listed 

 Don‟t have to take notes! 

 Take a business card/handout before you leave 

 Even if you leave mid-way, feel free to get one before you go 



Con‟t 

 Open to comments/questions throughout the panel, 
however… 

 I have A LOT to say & hardly any time 

 Save comments/questions till the end of sections (I‟ll let you know; 
granted, one of them is relatively long) 

 Also, keep ques/comment related to the section covered 

 So much material, so little time >.<; 

 

 



Feedback 

 Feedback 1 

 E-mail me (have an e-mail form on my site + could use my e-mail 
address), comment on my AUSA 2013 experiences once I post it, 
&/or any of my social networking things  

 Feedback 2 

 Feedback forms in back of the room/Guidebook app 

 Feedback 3 

 Go to the AUSA feedback session on Sunday  

 Feedback 4 

 Forums 

 



Intro. 

 This panel will educate you about ALL THE THINGS 
you need to know about buying animu stuffsies, $$$ 
management, & potential pitfalls 

 Basically, a 3-for-1 deal of a panel ^.^ 

 „Cause you can‟t buy anything with no $$$...legally >.> 



Where to Buy? 



Buying Online vs. Buying @ a 
Physical Store 



Online 

 Amazon 
 Ebay 
 Shop Anime DVD 
 Anime Wild 
 Etsy 
 3.99 Anime Shop 
 Anime Nation 
 Right Stuf 
 Circle Red 
 EZ Cosplay 
 GK World 
 Akadot 
 Anime Castle 
 Anime Pavillion 
 Best Buy 

 FYE 
 Pandora‟s Cube 
 Play Asia 
 My Figure Collecton 

 Will refer you to other places to buy 

 AmiAmi 
 Anime Stuff Store 
 Hobby Link Japan 
 Hobby Search 
 Etc. 

 Don‟t even get me started on 
Gundam & Zoids‟ sites >.> 



Physical Stores 

 Oftentimes, also have an online store… 

 Image Anime (NY, NY) 

 Anime Pavilion (Falls Church, VA) 

 Anime Stuff Store (Joliet, IL) 

 Anime Castle (Mineola, NY & Flushing, NY) 

 Best Buy (all around [Bowie, Annapolis, &Waldorf]) 

 Barnes & Nobles (all around [Bowie]) 

 F.Y.E. (one in Annapolis Mall) 

 Pandora‟s Cube (College Park, MD) 

 Etc. … 

 



Physical Online 

 Pros 
 No shipping costs 

 See actual product 

 *Less hassle 

 Cons 
 Less variety of things to 

buy 

 Gas $$$ -.- 

 Not too many places that 
sell anime stuffses 

 Pros 
 No driving 

 Can provide a wider variety 
of things to buy/more 
options 

 Better prices 

 Cons 
 Shipping costs 

 Import vs. local 

 Legitimacy of product 

 Increased likelihood of 
identity theft 

Buying Physical vs. Online 



My Recommendation… 

 Buy online! 

 Almost always cheaper 

 More options as to what you want to buy 

 Save your gas >.> 

 Don‟t have to deal with crowds 

 (with a smart phone, tablet, or netbook/laptop) can buy anytime, 
anywhere 

 



Import Sites 



Import Sites 

 Hobby Search 

 Hobby Link Japan 

 AmiAmi 

 Rakuten: Global Market 

 *My Figure Collection 

 Lists multiple sites for any product where they might sell it/corss 
reference list 

 Play-Asia 

 Etc. … 



General Advice About Buying Imports 

 Shop Around! 
 Do your research before buying  
 Make sure you‟re getting a legit product & no bootleg 
 Different places will have the same item with different prices 

 Pay attention to shipping options  
 SAL takes way longer than EMS or FedEx 

 *Try buying American 
 Since you don‟t have to worry about shipping, almost always way 

cheaper 
 Too many times I bought an import that was already available from a 

US seller 
 Definitely can be the case when the item‟s been out for a while 

 Talk to others 
 Ask friends for recommendations to import sites 



Buying American vs. Buying Imports 

 Always try looking through Akadot, Amazon, & Ebay 
first before importing 

 May find it local 

 Can cut out ridiculously high shipping costs 

 Can cut down on shipping time 

 Exact same product, just local 

 May want to wait a little after the release of a model/product to 
see if it‟ll become available state-side 

 Do so at your own risk ~.~ 

 Personally, have been getting all my figures & art books from 
Amazon lately for pretty decent prices 



Importing Options: Proxy Buying 

 What is it? 

 A way to have someone else bid/buy on Japanese sites for you, 
like Yahoo! Japan & Amazon.co.jp 

 How to do it 

 There are a variety of site that will walk you through exactly what 
you need to do with their particular service 

 Links in resources to proxy buyers 



‘ C A U S E  Y O U  C A N ’ T  B U Y  N O T H I N ’  W I T H  N O  
M O N E Y  ~ . ~  

$$$ Management 



Wants vs. Needs & Immediate Gratification 
(Now) vs. Patience (Later) 

 Always remember… 

 Balance your priorities/be pragmatic 

 Paying your light bill & for gas vs. that $130 sweet a$$ mech 

 Determine wants vs. needs (& animu is always going to be a 
want) 

 Practice patience 

 Can get the better deals later vs. paying full retail price now 

 Granted, pre-order price cut vs. waiting for prices to drop 



Get the Best For Your Buck 

 Try to buy when there are special deals or sales 
going on 

 Like buying anime & such on Black Friday or Cyber Monday 

 Depending, wait till that special time of year so you 
can use someone else‟s $$$ to get your fix 

 B-Day, X-mas, Graduation, etc. 

 Take advantage of coupons some sites/vendors will 
give you when you buy from them 

 Like Play-Asia & some sellers on Amazon & EBay 



How to Pay: Using Your Own $$$ vs. Other 
Options 

 Of course, there‟s multiple ways to fund your habits 
(which is why crack is truly cheaper >.> [DON’T DO 
DRUGS!!!]) 

 Parents/relatives 

 Special events (X-mas, B-Day, etc.) 

 Debit/ATM cards 

 i.e., your own $$$, so cold hard cash as well (obviously) 

 Credit cards 

 Paypal 

 Special financing offers  

 Like „Bill Me Later‟ with Paypal & similar delayed payment programs 
or Lay-a-way plans 

 



Preferably… 

 2 Things… 

 Of course, paying for things with your own $$$ is the best 
method, whether it be check, money order, cash, or an 
ATM/Debit card 

 That way , whatever it is you bought is paid for vs. owing $$$ 
later 

 You need a checking account in order to buy stuff online 

 Honestly, not that many places accept checks 

 

 You really shouldn‟t traverse the roads of buying ALL THE 
THINGS unless you have “ALL THE THINGS” $$$ + a job(s) 

 



Havin‟ a Job, Getting‟ $$$ 

 We all know why having a job is „awesome‟  

 At least in a financial independence & responsibility way 

 For those still dependent, it also creates a situation 
where you have control over what you buy w/o 
having to really care about anybody else‟s input 

 Granted, varies from family-family  

 Of course, in this economy & job market, it‟s 
relatively hard to find a job & keep enough 
spending $$$ to have some to use on luxuries like 
anime, but that‟s why… 



Getting‟ $$$ Cont. 

 Like mentioned before, balance your priorities  

 You can „buy ALL the things’ all day, e‟ry day, but if 
you don‟t have the $$$, don‟t worry about it 

 If there ever was a “1st World Problem”, it‟s worrying 
about buying things (you don‟t need) you don‟t have 
$$$ for 

 If you don‟t have it, don‟t worry about it 

 Buy it when you have enough $$$ to afford it & whatever other 
responsibilities you may have 



However… 

 Like I mentioned, there are other options to fund 
your habits 

 Like parents/relatives/waifus & husbandus 

 But at the end of the day, it‟s just better if you pay 
for stuff with your own $$$ (that you made from 
some job or whatever) 

 Namely due to it being harder to B.S. someone about the 
$$$ they‟re giving you to spend on necessities & they will 
call you out on using it on frivolities…  

 …Like that sexy a** Gundam >.> 



So… 

 Use your money that you earned from some job or 
another, it‟s just better for everybody involved 

 & will typically get you into less unsavory situations 

 However, for those getting an allowance/younger 
than legal working age, it still wouldn‟t hurt to 
somewhat curtail your spending habits (esp. if 
they‟re a little bit on the shopaholic side) 

 Never too early to start learning how to $$$ manage, 
especially with college/living on your own/whatever you 
kids do these days coming up 



Depending on Special Events… 

 Depending on B-Day‟s, X-mas, & such for a little extra 
cash is one thing, but clearly not for a steady source of 
income 

 You‟re better off using it for bills & such 

 Or gas ~.~ 



The Clusterf*** Which Are Credit Cards 

 Basically, a “pay later” type payment method 

 Although this is also a pretty good option/alternative 
to using „your $$$‟ to pay for things, just be careful   

 (& use protection >.>) 

 



Pros Cons 

 Builds up credit & 
credit history 

 Can increase your 
credit score 

 Can provide you $$$ 
when in a pinch 

 *„Safer‟ than using a 
Debit card 

 Having to deal with the 
craziness of credit scores 

 Can also mess up your 
credit history 

 Basically, can create a 
situation of perpetual debt 

 Should save it for 
necessities  

 Avoid „robbing Peter to pay 
Paul‟ situations with 
multiple credit cards 

 Interest rates! 

Basic Credit Card Breakdown 



Credit Card Conclusion 

 Unless you already have one, you really shouldn‟t 
worry about getting one until you‟re really responsible 
& financially stable enough  

 Almost like marriage <.< 

 I have specifics on all the intricacies of credit cards, credit scores, & 
the like on my blog 

 



Freakin‟ Paypal ~.~ 

 Holy, kami-sama, Paypal -_- 
 Been burned too many times 
 Their policies are seemingly developed to screw you over to the max 

 Remember: they‟re not actually a bank which is why they can have such 
ludicrous policies 
 Example: $$$ source for paying for something when there‟s $$$ in 

your Paypal account 

 Double-edged sword 
 Of great justice! ... Kinda 

 On one hand, awesome for buyers; on the other, if you like 
to sell stuff on Ebay, it basically has a „screw the seller‟ 
policy X/ 
 Can hold your $$$ for up to 30 days (sometimes longer) for something 

you sold, so there‟ll be a period of time where you‟ll have no $$$ & no 
product 

 Among other B.S. issues from them 



Anyway… 

 Still a great tool for buyers to make sure they are 
protected 

 Definitely is a sign of buyer safety, more deets later 



Paypal‟s Bill Me Later 

 Like credit cards, can also be kind of a trap but it has 
its benefits 

 Not as unforgiving as a credit card in terms of the application 
process, but can still be a nuisance 

 Won‟t penalize you for „going over the limit‟ 

 Are more likely to increase the limit 



Special Financing Offers 

 Lay-a-way plans are great for paying for something 
a little bit at a time vs. paying a lot upfront 

 Typically starts cropping up a lot during the holidays 

 Granted, they have their traps & pitfalls like everything else 
does 

 Special financing offers, similar to Bill Me Later, 
likewise, have pros & cons like it 

 Both are options typically offered at physical stores 
vs. online only vendors 



‘ C A U S E  T H E R E ’ S  A L W A Y S  A  D O W N S I D E  T O  
E V E R Y T H I N G  

Pitfalls 



To Save You Some Trouble 

 NEVER buy from… 

 Tower Anime (toweranime.com) 

 Bought from them thrice; got lucky the first 2, the 3rd time I 
never received my product 

 Generally, I only buy DVDs from Amazon or Ebay now (primarily 
Amazon) 

 There are a few others that I confirmed as bad sites to 
go to but they all have the same format as Tower 
Anime or look generally shady 

 



Know Your Rights! 

 Always be aware of 2 things when you believe you‟ve 
been ripped off… 

 Better Business Bureau(BBB) 

 Your bank 

 Regardless if you bought something online or from a physical 
store/vendor 



Better Business Bureau 

 Although they won‟t get your $$$ back, always 
report the transaction to them 

 Could potentially lead to the business being shut down (but 
don‟t bet on it) 

 Also, more importantly, reporting things to the 
BBB helps keep a record of all their illegitimate 
business deals 

 Which is why, when in doubt, check the business on the BBB 
to see if anything bad comes up (can copy & paste the link)  

 Their site will walk you through what you need to do & how 
to report things 



Secondly, Contact You Bank! 

 CONTACT YOUR BANK WHEN THIS B.S. HAPPENS! 

 Before you do that follow this process… 

 



Process  

• After a week after when your product was supposed to 
arrive, contact the seller asking about it 

• Upon receiving a timeframe (if they don‟t outright 
refund your $$$/resend the product), start the waiting 
game again 

• Contact them again & mention you haven‟t received 
the product & either ask for a refund (recommended) or 
what‟s taking so long, as well as mention that you‟ll 
report them to the BBB & your bank for fraud if you 
don‟t receive either the refund or the product 

• If, after doing this, you receive neither in about a 
week‟s time, then report it to both institutions 

 

 



Reporting to Your Bank 

 You can either call, e-mail, or physically go into the 
bank to do this 

 Easier to do it online 

 Report the charge for the items as being fraud, 
since you paid for goods you never received 

 They will ask you if you contacted them first, which 
is why I recommend going through that rigorous 
process before contacting your bank 

 This way, upon relaying your whole back-&-forth to them, 
they‟ll automatically go to the next step… 

 



Reporting Cont. 

 They‟ll assign this case a claim number which they‟ll 
give to you & generally within 10 business days you‟ll 
hear back from them 

 Usually they‟ll reimburse you for this loss but every 
bank has their own B.S. to deal with, so that‟s another 
story >.> 

 I‟ with Wells Fargo, haven‟t had problems with getting my $$$ 
back when I had to do this 



For Paypal… 

 Why I say you should only buy from sites that offer 
Paypal as an option, if it isn‟t a legit site like Right 
Stuf or Amazon 

 Paypal has a process similar to what you would go 
through with the BBB, & also will walk you through 
what you need to do for filing a claim 

 Amazon, too, has a claim process similar to that of Paypal 

 This can also result in you getting your $$$ back 



Moral of the Story 

 That‟s why you should use your $$$ to buy stuffs 

 If you run into this kind of trouble, easier to deal with when it‟s 
your account & not someone else‟s 

 Also, why only buy from sites that use Paypal, unless 
their Right Stuf, Amazon, or some equally legit site 

 Ebay can be a crap shoot too especially since they insist on using 
a similar policy 

 



General Advice for Ebay & Amazon 

 Remember 2 things… 
 Seller rating 

 Percentile of positive feedback 

 Try only buying from vendors that have a lot of 
feedback (generally 4 digits+) & a 98+% positive 
feedback percentile 
 Generally, not observing this can lead to sticky situations but not 

always  

 Read the Ebay listing 
 Nothing like getting hype about a character wig only to find out 

you have to style it (b/c the pic depicted a styled wig) & so on 

 Also be mindful of the return policy/restocking fees 



Mailing Issues 

 Item not arriving on time 

 Item being misdelivered 

 Item being retained 

 Usually USPS 

 Item taking forever to arrive 

 Especially when you have no tracking no. 

 & if it‟s being shipped from over seas 



Always… 

 Be mindful of your tracking no. 

 If they give you that, keep tabs on that 

 Smartphone users, use tracking apps 

 Package Buddy for Android 

 Use the EMS shipper when tracking things from China with the 
„LK…‟ track no. 

 Slice (by lifehacker) 

 Or whatever other app you prefer 

 If you stay on top of your shipping, you‟ll know what 
the deal with your package 



Specific Anime Things 



Figurines 



 ALWAYS research about a figurine before you buy 

 So you know what it looks like & you don't wind up unknowingly 
buying a bootleg 

 Unfortunately, sometimes dealers in the D.R. will sell 
bootleg products, that's why you need to know what it 
looks like before you buy 

 If this happens, take it back to the vendor & tell them it‟s a 
bootleg (helps if you have a pic of the legit product) & try to get 
your $$$ back or exchange 

 May also threaten to report it to con security (but do it anyway) 

 Why? So no one else goes through what you went through 

 Report it to con security 

 That‟s another job of theirs 

 Try to buy from Amazon 

 Bought so many from there way cheaper than importing 



 Hobby Link Japan allows you to keep paid products in a 
„warehouse‟ 
 Already paid for it, held there for up to 30 days, if you‟re waiting on 

multiple pre-orders, can have them all shipped out @ once 

 AmiAmi‟s typically the cheaper import site to go to, but not 
always 
 Will never be cheaper when compared to Amazon 

 Granted, some items are always expensive no matter where you go 

 Has a point system to take $$$ off future purchases, allows up to 7 days 
to pay for item, offers some products other import sites may not have 

 Hobby Search has a vast collection of import goodness 
 Also has a points system 

 My Figure Collection 
 Great site to go to to look up other figures, also lists about 20+ other 

import sites to check, will cross reference whatever figure you‟re looking 
for with all the other sites 



 Typically, Nendoroid & more often than not Revoltech 
are on the cheaper end of things, with Real Action 
Heroes & (usually) Figma~types of figures/Max 
Factory & Good Smile~companies being on the more 
expensive end 

 Of course, exceptions abound, but this is usually the case 

 There‟s also the issue of limited releases, the rarity of a figure, the 
size, etc. 

 Usually, if the figure‟s relatively big, it‟s expensive 

 Nendoroids are great start up figures 

 Usually figures can run you a pretty penny, so the best 
way is to not buy so often 

 Or get another job/source of income to fuel the habit OR have a 
well-paying job 



 

Nendoroid Date & Yukimura 
(Sengoku Basara) 

Chogokin Gilgamesh~Bandai 
(Fate/Zero) 



 I tend to stick to getting figures from series I 
like/characters I like, but you can buy whatever figure 
that pleases you 

 Nice “assets”, fav character, memento from the series, want it to 
be autographed, etc. 

 Easier to curtail your spending habits if you have specific 
characters you want to buy 

 To clean 

 Q-tip or air blower lens cleaner 

 Available on Amazon for ~$7  



 For storage 

 Cool area not in direct sun light 

 Display case 

 Shelves 

 Bookcases 

 Preferably somewhere where it won‟t be in the way & risk getting 
knocked over 



Also… 

 NEVER buy from Chinese sellers (Ebay), I don‟t care 
what their rating is 

 Their idea of shipping something is to put a trash bag inside 
another trash bag & slap a shipping label on it (trash-ception) 

 Usually costs more to ship it back than it did to buy it 

 Paypal will not help at all in this case 

 Can take forever to ship 

 Putting it right outside the time you have to report to 
Ebay/Paypal 

 Less this happens… 



 



 



 Told me after the fact that the item was most likely 
going to arrive broken }-| 

 Yeah, talk about lessons learned… 

 It was really only minor scratches in the paint on the hair & a 
broken hair piece, but you don‟t drop $140+ to have problems 

Figma Ultimate Madoka 



Anime 



 Even if you don't like buying anime, you still have legal 
FREE options of watching it 
 Hulu 

 Crunchyroll 

 Neon Alley 

 Borrowing/buying a friend‟s legal copies 

 Buy old anime 
 You want to get super cheap, super great deals on animu?  Buy 

older series 

 Got Last Exile for ~$14 day, Moonphase ~$16, Claymore ~$24, the 
entire Darker Than Black series ~$50, Digimon, 2nd season ~$36, 
Noein ~$20 

 New series tend to cost a lot more $$$ than what you want to 
spend 

 & they seemingly never go down in price 

 Check the price for Deadman Wonderland, Shiki, & Another 



Legitimate Products vs. “Imports” & Bootlegs 

 “Imports”? 

 Whenever you go to sites like Discount Anime USA & Tower 
Anime & they have anime series available nowhere else in the US 

 Often are “sub only” 

 Can find imported DVD set (not available anywhere else) for 
dub/sub 

 Has things not available on Amazon or Right Stuf 

 Basically, bootlegs 

 



Oftentimes… 

 These “import” DVD sites will offer box sets for 
series not available in America (from legit sellers) 
& for way cheaper than anyone else 

 Personally, I recommend sticking to legit products 
from legit buyers  

 Since it‟s basically robbing the industry in both the US & 
Japan of much needed $$$ 

 However, if you venture this route… 



Be Careful… 

 Sites that sell “imports” usually are/appear to be 
shady 

 To avoid potentially paying for a product you‟ll 
never see, only buy from the site if it offers Paypal 
as a payment option 
 Since Paypal will protect you as a buyer 

 Granted, you can avoid this risky gambit altogether if you 
just buy legit >.> 

 However, don‟t be fooled, you can also stumble 
upon sites selling other bootleg merch, like 
figurines & such 
 & you won‟t always be able to tell; the picture on the site is 

the legit thing but they‟ll mail you an illegitimate product 



 Avoid getting it from the DR 

 Almost always more expensive than Amazon 

 However, sometimes they offer great prices/series that you can‟t 
find anywhere else 



Manga 



 Amazon's going to be your best bet 

 Granted, sometimes Barnes & Nobles can have things unavailable 
on Amazon, as well as Akadot & a few others 

 DR can offer great deals on getting an entire series or 
multiple volumes 



Art Books 



 Great source for reference pictures for cosplay 

 However, always research if it's available state side 
before you buy from the Dealer's Room 

 Difference between spending $70+ (on something you can't really 
read) & only ~$30 (& it's in English) 

 Example: Valkyria Chronicles 3 Art Works book 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Amazon & Ebay~! 



 Also a great source for info about the series, author, & 
behind the scenes work 

 Got several of my art books from this seller on Ebay 

 japan-ssdyuk 

 Can come in various sizes & lengths for all types of 
series, artists, manga-ka, etc. 

http://myworld.ebay.com/japan-ssdyuk/
http://myworld.ebay.com/japan-ssdyuk/
http://myworld.ebay.com/japan-ssdyuk/


Music 



 iTunes 

 Amazon 

 Usually CDs 

 Can import from most of the import sites I mentioned 

 Namely Play-Asia, but can be ballz expensive 

 Another great time to hit up the DR 



Date Sims/Visual Novels 



 All 18+ 

 JAST USA 

 J-List 

 Peach Princess 

 Manga Gamer 

 All offer games translated in English 

 Of course, primarily yuri/hentai 



Video Games 



 Buy used 

 Almost always way cheaper 

 Amazon, Ebay, Game Stop, etc 

 Especially if the bidding starts low on Ebay 

 Also, not worth it to sell games to game Stop 

 Can also import American games from Play-asia.com 

 DL from the networks of whatever console 

 Sometimes the D.R. can give you great prices for old 
gen consoles/handhelds & games but not always 

 Sometimes offers trading 



Gundams 



 Places to buy (namely that specialize in Gundams) 

 GundamPlanet.com 

 GundamStoreandMore.com 

 Hobbywave.com 

 Amazon.com 

 Ebay.com 

 Also can usually get Zoids (& any other mech) from the same places 

 But their also now ballz expensive no matter where you go X/ 

 There's a lot of Gundam sites, but ultimately you're going to wind up 
back at Amazon & Ebay 

 Also can buy light stands, detailers, parts, etc. from the 
same sites 



F O R  M A K I N G  C U S T O M  A N I M U  C R A P !  

 

P R I C E S  C A N  V A R Y  D E P E N D I N G  B U T  T H E Y ’ R E  
A L W A Y S  H A V I N G  S O M E  T Y P E  O F  S A L E  

Vistaprint 



General Con Life+Advice 



But Wait! 

 Quick story time 

 Otakon story 

 Here‟s my ultimate con life advice: if you can‟t afford 
to go or are scraping at pennies, DON’T. GO. 

 Nobody cares that your broke/$$$ issues (we all are to some 
degree), nobody really feels all that sorry for you, no one’s going 
to give you $$$ 

 Also… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Notice how she was nowhere near the amount of 
hours??? 
 Typically, most cons don‟t start offering $$$ incentives for 

volunteering until you get to be 10+ (at least for hotel stuff), some 
may offer membership reimbursement for less hours but more 
often than not, no 

 $40, you‟re almost in tears, & I feel absolutely nothing X/ 



 If you are in this dire of straits to go to a con, you 
shouldn‟t be going 
 That means you‟re going to be s__t broke post-con, sometimes 

basically starving yourself pre-con, how could you possibly enjoy 
anything with this hanging over your head? 

 Also, do not volunteer if this is the sole reason for your 
volunteering 
 Thanks for tarnishing the whole concept of volunteering, you 

selfish, ignorant, dumba$$ -_- 

 Cons generally really need volunteers &, yes, they 
usually have some type of incentive but they‟re not 
supposed to be treated as the sole reason for 
volunteering or as an actual job for the con 
 Heck, con staff don‟t get paid yet here you are b******g about it 

 Same thing goes for doing panels 



 More often than not, you knew at, say, AUSA 2012 you 
wanted to go to AUSA 2013 

 As in a year to save up $$$ 

 Every paycheck you should be putting a little to the side  

 Especially make sure to budget for travel, hotel costs, parking, 
registration, & whatever else you need to do before you get in the 
door 

 You really have no reason to be this dead broke at the 
con 

 Again, if you are, you shouldn‟t be going to the con in the first 
place 

 Put it this way: if you‟re dead broke at any point pre, 
during, &/or post con, you shouldn‟t be going 

 Light bill, rent, mortgage, kid‟s daycare needs to be paid; not 
going to a con, a luxury at best 



 Why am I being so harsh? 



 Lastly 

 If you are the one in charge of the hotel room, don’t let ppl. in 
who are in this position 

 I don‟t care if they‟re friends, family, or whatever else, if you expect to 
get that $$$ & in fact need it & can‟t afford to cover for someone, 
don‟t do it 

 Less you have another bad con story on your hands 

 



 Travel 

 Carpool if you can 

 When the driver, get friends to pay for parking vs. chip in for gas 

 Which ever is more $$$ >.> 

 Look at all possible methods of travel 

 To figure out the cheapest 

 When driving, always budget for gas AND parking 

 Honestly, whatever method you took to the con take 
back 

 Annoying packing with both the airplane & trains restrictions in 
mind 

 Planes & trains rates increase as you get closer to the 
plan day of departure 

 So, f you‟re booking a trip for August & it‟s July, tickets are going 
to be high 



 For planes, prefer Southwest 

 2 pieces of luggage free 

 Planes usually take a lot less to get to a destination, 
barring delays 

 Why for AMA: 30 min. plane ride vs. 5 hr. train back 

 Helps to have rewards for whatever airline you tend to 
use most 

 Can use points to reduce the cost of future trips 



Hotels 

 For comfort's sake, try not to cram rooms far past 
capacity 

 God forbid you're the type that needs to go to the bathroom 
frequently @ night & 3 ppl. are sleeping in the bathroom ~.~ 

 Invest in 2 rooms if you have that many ppl. 

 Don't be so gun-ho about getting the con hotel 

 Especially in an area where there are a lot of other hotels (for 
cheaper) 

 Granted, with any hotel, book early! 



 Typically, despite what some ignorant may believe, 
hotels don‟t have microwaves/refrigerators 

 Sometimes, for a fee, can get a fridge (namely for medication that 
needs to be refrigerated) 

 Also, to encourage you to spend $$$ locally 

 Especially if it‟s a tourist trap area, like Baltimore or the National 
Harbor 

 Im not hypothesizing, this is basic business 101 



Bringing Food to a Con 

 Taking snacks to a con, great idea, but I personally don't 
recommend packing up what will be your sustenance for 
the next several days 

 Snacks (to me) are namely for if you plan on 
drinking...'cause NO ONE wants alcohol poisoning at a con 
~.~ 

 Also... 
 Have to prepare it then lug it around 
 Can get really cumbersome 
 More things to do pre con 
 Could actually cost you more than just eating somewhere nearby the 

con 
 Special exceptions being cons in the middle of nowhere 

 & don't do this to cut costs, b/c if you're preparing meals pre-con 'cause 
you can't afford to eat there, maybe you shouldn't go to the con 



 Usually, eating at places outside the con is cheaper 
than eating at the con 

 Depends on the area 

 & definitely plan & budget for food for a con >.> 

 Forums (for room filling) 

 If you're looking for a room/need to fill a room, here you go 

 Or Facebook page, whatever can reach the most amount of ppl. & has 
the most activity/is what the con uses 

 Do this especially if you wind up w/o a room/roommates at the 
last minute 

 However… 

 Realize this is a crapshoot; you can get great roommates, you can 
get crap roommates 

 

 



 Also, if you‟re comfortable with doing this, great; if you 
aren‟t, that‟s fine too 

 Whatever you do, don‟t force your opinion about 
finding/filling a room through forums on ppl. 

 Just b/c one person has a bad/good experience doesn‟t mean 
someone else will, doesn‟t mean it‟s going to be like that all the 
time 

 Granted, if you had a great set of roommates for one con (like I 
did with Katsucon), can room with them @ other cons 

 Also, sometimes you get sick of your friends/they‟re 
not going to a con/etc., so this is your best bet 



Dealer‟s Room 

 What advice do I have for-- 



Don’t. 



 You especially don't want to be the idiot that spends all 
their $$$ the first day of the con -_- 

 



Unfortunate Truths… 

 Dealer‟s Room; i.e., “Capitalism on Parade” (as 
Otakon‟s Newbies Guide puts it) 

 Quite frankly, you should avoid buying things from the DR, 
namely things that are expensive 

 I can almost guarantee you you‟ll find it cheaper online post 
con 

 Been burned so many times like this =.= 

 Heck, you most likely have a smart phone/tablet/laptop, 
search Amazon & Ebay to see if they have it & for how much 
@ the DR 

 



DR Truths Cont. 

 You only feel compelled to buy stuff since there‟s so 
much in front of you at one time 

 Why Otakon as a 1st con is a heck of an experience >.> 

 Honestly, besides shopping around the DR for 
better deals, go to dealers & ask for business cards 

 Gives yourself some time to calm the heck down before 
committing to a $270+ non-refundable smexy Gundam 

 Also, this way you know the name & web address of the 
dealer so you can price compare at a later date when you‟re 
more “sober” from the  overflow of anime paraphernalia 

 Side note: Try buying things Sunday for slightly better prices 

 



 In general, browse the entire D.R. before you make a 
decision on anything 

 However, sometimes you can find some great deals 
while perusing the floor 

 If you got the $$$, go for it! 



Artist Alley 



 Ppl. selling their goods 
 Usually also have stuff online at Etsy, Deviant art, etc. 

 Please don‟t haggle the prices with these ppl! 
 They set the price to what it is for a reason, leave it alone 

 Items being sold are hand-made & they usually don‟t have all that 
many hands to do so 

 Heck, to haggle with them is f‟ing with their livelihood, since 
some use this as their sole source of income 

 Like with the DR, if you can‟t buy anything now but 
you‟re interested, get their business card 

 Also, sometimes you may want to contact the artist via 
Etsy, e-mail, however to check to see they in fact are 
the ones selling at the con 
 Sometimes artists use other artists‟ name to sell their wares due 

to the credibility already tied to that artist 



The Panelist Route 



 



 Things to consider 

 Staying at the con/a hotel 

 Cosplay? 

 General con participation 

 & other things that can hike/lower costs when you're going to a 
con namely for a panel 

 Do it b/c you want to, not b/c you‟re trying to find a 
way to rip off the con with a free/discounted 
membership 

 If you get anything selected/get enough selected 

 I’m not doing 9 panels for this con b/c I want a free badge ~.~ 

 Similar to the volunteering situation 



Cosplay 



 For wigs 
 Ebay 

 Epic Cosplay 

 Tawnie Bow (in DR now) 

 Also does wig commissions 

 Etc. 

 There are also US based sellers on Ebay that are selling 
cosplay wigs 
 Tend to be a tad more expensive, but you don‟t have the 

ridiculous wait 

 Also why you want to buy wigs months in advance  
 Especially if it‟s from a China based seller & it‟s near the Chinese 

New year (around Katsucon‟s timeframe) 

 For wig styling 
 Billion in 1 Youtube, Deviant Art, whatever tutorial, so try 

searching for the particular style or character specific 



 Got2Be spiking glue & spray are great for styling 

 For intimate items (petticoat) 

 yandy.com 

 Buying costumes from Chinese makers vs .2nd-hand 
from a fellow cosplayer 

 (Chinese) seller: usually going to have to touch it up/meh quality 

 Cosplayer: besides the size limitation, usually means it‟s going to 
be of far better quality (especially if it was for a Masquerade/Hall 
Costume) 

 Commissions 

 Granted, these can be costly (labor, materials, etc.) 

 May be cheaper to DIY 

 Need to give these ppl. at least 2 months to work on your 
commission 

 Don‟t try to haggle these ppl. either ~.~ 



 Tons of ppl. do commissions, so you have your pick of the litter 

 If someone‟s wearing something that really stands out to you, can ask 
if they made it & if they do commissions 

 Thrift store & alterations 

 The less you have to make from scratch, the better 

 Or, if you have it in your wardrobe already 

 Planning cosplays around what you already have in your materials 
cache/wardrobe 

 Ultimately, the cheapest thing to do is to work with 
what you got & not worry about those options that 
would cost a lot/you don‟t have 

 Don‟t listen to those cosplay wh*re elitists that have a 
specific rule on how to do  every/anything cosplay -_- 



 Lastly 

 Don‟t listen to those cosplay wh*re elitists that have a specific 
rule on how to do  every/anything cosplay -_- 

 More often than not they‟re trying to find ways to feel superior to 
others b/c they have a major inferiority complex (like “anime 
experts”), & often don‟t amount to s__t outside of cosplay 

 I’m not saying this is all cosplayers, but 
definitely more than a few have this elitist 
mindset 

 I don‟t mean any & every cosplayer 

 



When in Japan… 



 Radio Kaikan 
 Figures/goods 

 Tora no ana 
 Doujin goods 

 Gamers 
 Manga, character goods, anime, music 

 Animate 
 Character goods, anime, music, manga 

 Jeans Mate 
 figures, some manga 

 Cospa 
 cosplay, character goods, apparel 

 Mandarake 
 Used anime goods; have a HUGE selection 



Granted… 

 When in another country, ENJOY that country! 

 Don't worry yourself w/ buying everything your eyes 
see 

 &, if you weren't aware, when it comes to things like 
anime, Japan imports from us 

 Some things, like anime, are WAY cheaper in America than they 
are in Japan 

 That‟s why some DVD sets cost so much in the US; they‟re using 
Japan prices 



Conclusion  

 Ultimately, don‟t try to buy ALL THE THINGS 
unless you have some sort of stable income 

 Pay for necessities first, & luxuries (like that 
gorgeous Gundam) later 

 Use protection while shopping online to safeguard 
against even bigger problems like identity theft 

 Which is why you should call/go online to check the status of 
your account on a daily basis 

 & for the love of Madokami, if yu can‟t afford the 
con, don’t go 



Come See My Other Panels >^.^< 

 How to Con: Staying in A Hotel  

 Friday, 9/13/13 1-2:30p in Panels 3 

 Becoming a Panelist 

 Friday, 9/13/13 2:30-4p in Panels 2 

 The Sengoku Era is Alive with the Sound of Anime 

 Friday, 9/13/13 4-7p in Panels 1 

 Guide to Buying ALL THE THINGS: Shut Up & 
Take My Money 

 Friday, 9/13/13 8:30-10p in Panels 5 



Con‟t 

 Bara vs. Yaoi: A Look Into the XY/XY Love Categories 
– 18+ 

 Friday/Saturday, 9/13/13 1a-2:30a in Educational Panels  

 BlazBlue: Info. & Other Time-Paradox Buffoonery 

 Saturday, 9/14/13 10a-1p in Panels 3 

 The World .Hack 

 Saturday, 9/14/13 1-4p in Panels 5 

 Timey-Wimey Anime 

 Saturday, 9/14/13 4-5:30p in Panels 3 



I want you to understand exactly how much I had 
to do for this con… 

 Obscure J-RPGs You Should Play (Available in 
America) 

 Sunday, 9/15/13 10a-1p in Panels 2 

 



Contact, Feedback, Handouts, Etc. 

 Help yourself to my business cards & handouts with 
appropriate links  
 Includes link to my blog, my e-mail address, & list of resources 

 Use submission form on my blog for any questions, suggestions, 
comments, etc. for this panel 
 Link on handout 

 Please e-mail me any vids &/or pics of this panel  
 Especially vids 

 Please fill out the AUSA feedback form (in the back) &/or say 
how much you liked it at the feedback session on Sunday (if so 
inclined) 
 It‟s not like I care or anything >.> 

 Most importantly, thank you for showing up & I greatly 
appreciate your attendance & any feedback you have for this 
panel ^.^ 


